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NAVY FIGHTS HARD IN PHOENIX

Team Overcomes Adversity for another Top-Ten Finish
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AVONDALE, AZ—NASCAR’s emotional pendulum sometimes swings as fast as the finely tuned machines that rip through its asphalt tracks. Such was the case this weekend in Phoenix for the No. 14 Navy “Accelerate your life” Chevrolet during a race delayed Bashas’ Supermarket 200, presented by Supercuts.
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Once the race went green, Casey Atwood’s car looked to be one of the best this year. After qualifying 11th, Atwood had no problem pushing his Monte Carlo past the likes of David Green and Matt Kenseth to reach the 6th spot. The pendulum was swinging in the right direction.

“The car feels just a bit loose in the corners,” Atwood radioed back to his crew. “It doesn’t need much, but I think was can still make it better.”

The No. 14 Navy team did a great job responding to the Atwood’s needs. After a quick pit, the car was handling better. The decisions in the pits really paid off. After the final pit stop, the No. 14 Navy “Accelerate your life” Chevrolet was running lap times better than the leaders. But it was during the final pit stop on lap 102 that adversity struck the Navy team by way of an uncharacteristic mishap. 

Emotions took a drastic turn when Jackman Danny Harrington did not lift the Monte Carlo high enough and the left side tires could not be pulled off. The mistake was quickly fixed and it only added three seconds to the pit stop, but in NASCAR, three seconds can easily cost you eight to ten positions. The No. 14 Navy car came in to the pits seventh and left in sixteenth.

The Navy team kept their heads up and Casey Atwood went back to work, picking off one car after another while the team aggressively rooted him on. The No. 14 Navy “Accelerate your life” Chevrolet moved all the way up to eighth when the rain returned and ended the race.

On lap 181 of 200 NASCAR made the decision to call the race and the Navy ended up with a very respectable eighth place finish. The top-ten is the Navy’s fourth in just eleven races. The emotional rollercoaster was heading in the right direction when the race was called.

Bobby Hamilton, Jr. and the No. 25 Marines team would win the rain shortened Bashas’ Supermarket 200, presented by Supercuts.  It was Hamilton Junior’s second win in three weeks. Brian Vickers, Joe Nemechek and Ron Hornaday rounded out the top-five.

Team Navy earned 142 points during this limited Busch Series schedule. The NASCAR Busch Series points race is one of the closest in history with Scott Riggs leading Ron Hornaday by only 17 points. Just 60 points separate the top five Busch Series drivers.  

The No. 14 Navy “Accelerate your life” team is off this weekend and back in action November 15th in Homestead, Florida at the Ford 300. The race can be seen live on TNT starting at 12 noon. 

NAVY ADMIRAL VISITS TEAM IN PHOENIX

FitzBradshaw Racing Welcomes Admiral March
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AVONDALE, AZ—Team Navy was once again visited by an important leader of the United States military, Rear Admiral W. Clyde Marsh. Rear Admiral Marsh joined the team of the No. 14 Navy “Accelerate your life” Chevrolet at the Phoenix International Raceway.

“It’s truly one of the great aspects of this sponsorship,” said FitzBradshaw Racing co-owner Armando Fitz. “To meet the leaders of the country during a time in history that will be remembered for the sacrifices that our military is making is an honor for me and the entire FitzBradshaw Racing family.”


Rear Admiral Marsh presented Navy driver Casey Atwood with a special Navy baseball cap at the showcar experience on Saturday. For Atwood, the pleasure was all his. “It makes you feel really special when a man with Rear Admiral Marsh’s stature and presence comes to meet you,” said Atwood. “I think fans should be asking for his autograph not mine.”

Rain and on-track delays did not dampen the spirit of the Rear Admiral or his staff in attendance. After the near three-hour delay, the Navy personnel in attendance was treated to an exciting race and another top-ten finish for the No. 14 Navy “Accelerate your life” Chevrolet. Nearly twenty Navy sailors watched the race from the No. 14 Navy’s pit stall and rooted on Casey Atwood and the rest of the team. It will be a memory not soon forgotten.  

Notes & Quotes

· On Friday night, Casey Atwood helped celebrate a Knight’s Inn promotional winner. Atwood joined FitzBradshaw Racing’s co-owners Armando Fitz and Terry Bradshaw, as well as, teammate Tim Fedewa for dinner at the Fox Sports Grill with the winner of the sweepstakes. Knights Inn is an associate sponsor of FitzBradshaw Racing.
· On Saturday Casey Atwood took time before the race to visit the Navy Showcar experience at the Phoenix International Raceway. Atwood signed hundreds of autographs and took pictures with the Navy personnel who staffed the booth.
Television

· Speed Channel aired another story related to FitzBradshaw Racing’s visit to the USS Pittsburgh back in August. The story revolved around Terry Bradshaw’s experience onboard the Navy submarine. The story aired Wednesday night on Totally NASCAR.
· TNT focused squarely on the No. 14 Navy “Accelerate your life” Chevrolet during its live coverage of the race. The majority of the Navy’s coverage took place while Casey Atwood made several daring passes to jump into the top-ten.
Print

· Winston Cup Scene dropped by the Navy hauler to discuss the exciting future of FitzBradshaw Racing as the team fielded three teams at this weekend’s race.
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This young man gets an up close view of Casey Atwood and the Navy recruitment area during his appearance on Saturday.





Excited fans can’t wait to meet the No. 14 Navy driver Casey Atwood.
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Thousands of fans in Phoenix look on as team Navy takes part in a patriotic moment before Saturday’s race.








The line continues to build outside the Navy recruitment area.





The No 14. Navy “Accelerate your life” pit crew leaps into action.





The sun finally makes an appearance on Saturday although it was short lived and the race would be rain-shortened.





Rear Admiral W. Clyde Marsh stands between Armando Fitz and Casey Atwood for this picture on Saturday.





Rear Adm. Marsh presents Casey Atwood with a special Navy hat. 





Rear Adm. Marsh and other Navy personnel stand side-by-side with the No. 14 Navy team before the race.








