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NAVY NO.1 4 TALLIES SEASON’S BEST FINISH, THIRD TOP-10
Pit Crew’s Quick Work Gains Vital Positions During the Sam’s Town 250
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MEMPHIS, TN—Lap 76 of the Sam’s Town 250 was as pivotal of a moment for the No. 14 Navy “Accelerate your life” team as any this season. Driver Casey Atwood had moved up to sixth place and was poised to join the top-5 when disaster almost struck. An impatient Johnny Sauter rammed the No. 14 Navy car from behind and Atwood’s Chevrolet Monte Carlo bounced wildly around the track. But a poised Atwood held on to his ride and was somehow able to avoid a race ending crash.

“The 21 car just ran right up on me,” said an irritated Atwood. “Sauter had a good car, but there was no need for that.”

Instead of losing focus and doing something he would later regret on the track, Casey Atwood calmly regained control of the car and allowed four slower cars to pass during this near melee. Atwood knew there was plenty of time left to get back in the race.

“The No. 14 Navy Chevrolet was strong and the team was great in the pits,” remarked Atwood. “You can’t drive angry, that’s when stupid things happen. I figured we would have no problem getting those positions back.”

That confidence stemmed in part by the performance of the car, but also because of the performance of the No. 14 Navy pit crew. On lap 60, the crew executed a near flawless pit stop catapulting the car from tenth to seventh. 

Then, on lap 165, the team, once again, made key adjustments quickly. Casey Atwood had just called in to the crew that the No. 14 Navy “Accelerate your life” Chevrolet was beginning to get loose. Five laps later, the leaders hit the pits and the Navy crew made the necessary adjustments in near record-setting time. This time, the quick pit stop moved team Navy from tenth place to sixth place.

Late in the race, the No. 14 Navy “Accelerate your life” Chevrolet did lose one spot to Scott Wimmer and finished a very respectable seventh place. It is the third top-ten finish this season in just ten races for team Navy and it ranks as the highest finish of the season.  

“I was very pleased with the way the Navy pit crew performed today,” stated team co-owner Armando Fitz. “This team is very close to doing some really big things.”

Casey Atwood’s close friend, Bobby Hamilton, Jr., would go on to win the Sam’s Town 250. Ironically, Hamilton, Jr. would knock Johnny Sauter out of the way on the closing laps to earn the victory. Jason Keller finished second, Sauter third. Ron Hornaday, Jr. and Brian Vickers close out the top-five. 

Casey Atwood earned 146 Busch Series points and now has 1167 points in just 11 races, ten with the Navy as his primary sponsor. Brian Vickers leads David Green by just 23 points in one of the closet Busch Series points races in history. Forty-four points is all that separates the top-five drivers in the series.

The No. 14 Navy “Accelerate your life” Chevrolet is back in action Saturday, November 1st in Phoenix, AZ at the Bashas' Supermarkets 200. National television coverage of the race is scheduled to begin at 3:00 p.m. ET on TNT. The race can also be heard on the MRN Radio Network. 

Notes & Quotes

Television

· WMC-TV welcomed Casey Atwood as its featured live guest Saturday morning before the Sam’s Town 250. Atwood spoke at length about the Navy and the upcoming race.
· A Navy television crew shot a fun segment with Casey Atwood and several Navy sailors. The group stood outside the No. 14 Navy car and exclaimed, “Go Navy! Beat Army!” The segment will be sent to CBS to be used during the upcoming Army-Navy football game. 
Radio

· Friday, WHPQ radio interviewed Casey Atwood for over 15 minutes during a live segment.

· MRN Radio broadcasted live from the No. 14 Navy “Accelerate your life” pit box during the race. 

Print

· Winston Cup Scene associate editor ,Bob Pockrass, interviewed co-owner Armando Fitz for an upcoming story. Pockrass also interviewed Casey Atwood.
· The largest circulated newspaper in the Memphis area, The Commercial Appeal, featured the Navy and its sponsorship of FitzBradshaw Racing as a part of its pre-race notebook.  
CHANGING TIRES MUCH MORE THAN JUST SPEED AND AGILITY

Meet No. 14 Navy Front Tire Changer/Specialist Rob Subera 
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MEMPHIS, TN—Burning rubber is what Navy pit crew member Rob Subera is all about. As the front tire changer/specialist for FitzBradshaw Racing’s No. 14 Navy “Accelerate your life” team, Subera’s job is much more then just changing tires with lightening-quick accuracy.

“I have to analyze the tread depths and wear on every tire that comes off the car,” said Subera. “I keep every bit of information that I learn about the wear of the tires so that we can make the proper changes to the No. 14 Navy Chevrolet during the race. The information is also documented and cataloged for the long term.”

During a race you rarely see Subera sitting still. If he’s not diving over the wall during another quick pit stop, he’s staying loose by practicing on a mock wheel rim or standing on top of the Navy pit box cheering on driver Casey Atwood.

                                                                               
“Just like each of our team members, racing is in my blood,” exclaimed Subera. “The adrenaline rush that I get when the car is pulling down pit road is amazing.”

During a race, Subera consults with Navy crew chief Bob Temple, giving Temple his input on how to maximize the car’s handling. 

“It’s so much more then just putting a big engine in a car and hoping it goes fast,” said Subera. “If you add a little pressure to one tire on the front and take a little pressure out of one of the rear tires, the car will feel completely different to Casey (Atwood). It’s all about getting the perfect combination so the car hugs the track perfectly.

Next time you watch the No. 14 Navy “Accelerate your life” Chevrolet, try to keep your eyes on Rob Subera. He’s the one that looks like a blur as he changes both front tires in less than 15 seconds.    
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Atwood is ready to roll during Friday’s qualifying of the Sam’s Town 250.   





Cataloging vital tire information is an important aspect of Rob Subera’s job.
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Atwood and a group of Navy Sailors prepare to cut a video for the upcoming Army-Navy football game.   








Casey Atwood greets fans at the Navy “Accelerate your life” Showcar and recruitment area before the Sam’s Town 250. 





The No. 14 Navy “Accelerate your life” Chevrolet turned the fastest laps during the early stages of Friday’s first practice.   





Atwood is the featured live guest during WMC-TV’s live broadcast Saturday morning. Host Dave Cera conducts the interview.   





Rob Subera is the first one off the wall during the No. 14 Navy pit stops.





Front tire specialist/changer Rob Subera readies for another quick pit stop.





The No. 14 Navy “Accelerate your life” Chevrolet earned valuable track position after each strong pit stop Saturday.





The No. 14 Navy Chevrolet lines up next to its FitzBradshaw Racing teammate, the No. 12 Supercuts Chevrolet.   








