Rockingham rocks with Navy Racing Team

NASCAR drivers weren’t the only ones revved up and ready to go at the February 20th Goody’s Headache Powder 200 in Rockingham. Team Navy was on hand for the star-studded afternoon filled with high-speed excitement.


The action wasn’t only on the track at the North Carolina Motor Speedway. Navy active duty and reserve recruiters were in full force at the Navy’s booth on souvenir row to let race attendees know about Navy career opportunities. Field honoree at the race was Rear Admiral Marc Purcell, Assistant Commander of Navy Personnel Command, Fleet Support.  The No. 14 “Accelerate Your Life(” Chevrolet Monte Carlo show car, and the NASCAR simulator offered hundreds of recruit-eligible fans a taste of real-life racing. Stopping by to greet fans and sign autographs was Casey Atwood, the driver of the No. 14 Monte Carlo. 

Fans also got to see something not usually seen at a NASCAR race. In a ceremony officiated by RDML Purcell, Senior Chief Robert L. Jones, Logistics Support Officer of Navy Recruiting District Raleigh, reenlisted for four years. “This was two firsts for me”, said Jones. “This is the first time I’ve reenlisted at a race, and this was the first time an admiral was my reenlisting officer”.

Navy Recruiting District Raleigh, North Carolina recently picked the San Diego, Calif. Based Los Angeles Class Attack Submarine, USS ASHEVILLE (SSN 758) to receive this honor. The ASHEVILLE’s name was placed on the hood of the No. 14 Monte Carlo for maximum awareness on the track and via national television.  

Sailors and NASCAR attendees alike were dazzled at the chance to meet two celebrities who were spotted at the race; former model Anna Nicole Smith was on hand to promote a new diet product, and football legend Terry Bradshaw, who is part owner of Fitz-Bradshaw racing, was also in attendance.

Although the Navy team didn’t win the Goody’s 200, it finished strongly in the top 20 of the race and is ranked 13th in the NASCAR Busch Series Point Standings.  “We were able to hold our own when we were up front”, said Navy Driver Casey Atwood after the race.

Navy Recruiting has partnered with NASCAR and the FitzBradshaw Racing Team for a full racing season in 2004. NASCAR veteran Armando Fitz and Pro Football Hall of Fame member and FOX broadcaster Terry Bradshaw are the team’s co-owners.    The partnership in NASCAR, one of the fastest growing American sports, enables the Navy to increase public outreach and promote career opportunities within the Navy.

The United States Navy provides excellent opportunities for young men and women to serve their country in today's high-tech Navy environment.  There are many different career fields, ranging from medical to engineering to law enforcement, where you can serve in the enlisted ranks or in the officer corps in the Regular or Reserve component of the Navy.

To find out more about career opportunities in the Navy, go to www.navy.com or call the toll-free recruiting phone number, 1-800-USA-NAVY.  To find out more about FitzBradshaw Racing, see www.fitzbradshawracing.com. 

