SPECIAL DUTY – OCEANOGRAPHY  


Community Overview.  Special Duty (Oceanography) Officers (designator 180X) are commonly referred to in the fleet as Meteorology and Oceanography (METOC) Officers.  The METOC Community is a small Restricted Line community of approximately 400 officers (0.7% of the Navy's Officer Corps).  It is a technically oriented community that provides meteorological, oceanographic, and Geospatial Information and Systems (GI&S) support to the fleet.  Also, it is a sea going community; about 20% of our billets are afloat on ships, staffs, or Mobile Environmental Teams.  Seventy-five percent of our officers currently have warfare qualifications. 

Specific job elements for first tour.

       (1) Provide meteorological analysis and forecasting in support of fleet operations

       (2) Provide oceanographic analysis and forecasting in support of fleet operations

       (3) Use leading edge information systems and technology

       (4) Gain first hand knowledge of fleet operations

       (5) Obtain leadership experience as a Division Officer/Command Duty Officer/ Forecast Duty Officer in charge of a forecast duty section 

Active duty obligation.  4 years active duty reserve (1805), 4 years inactive reserve. 

 Training Pipeline following commission.  New accession officers typically attend Basic Oceanography Accession Training (BOAT), 7 weeks, Gulfport, MS enroute to their first duty station.

Locations of initial fleet assignments.  Initial experience assignments are normally to METOC Centers to learn basic meteorology and oceanography forecasting skills.  METOC centers are located in Yokosuka, Japan; San Diego, CA; Norfolk, VA; and Rota, Spain.  A select few may be detailed to our main production centers in Monterey, CA or Bay St. Louis, MS or the National/Naval Ice Center in Suitland, MD.   

Special pay/bonuses.  None.

Academic/professional expertise.

        (1) Required.  Baccalaureate degree.  Minimum 2.50 or higher GPA in science, math or engineering curricula.  C+ average or higher in calculus series (minimum Calculus I and II) and calculus-based physics series (minimum Physics I and II).

        (2) Prefered.  Baccalaureate degree in meteorology or physical oceanography.  Prior experience in meteorology or oceanography fields.

Basic eligibility requirements.  In addition to the above academic requirements, candidates must be at least 19 and under 35 years of age at commissioning for direct accession.  Oceanography Option candidates must be at least 19 and under 29 years of age at commissioning; maximum age limit may be adjusted upward for prior active service on a month-for-month basis up to 24 months.  CHNAVPERS (N13) will consider waivers for active duty personnel in particularly meritorious cases provided they can be commissioned prior to their 31st birthday.  All candidates must be qualified for sea duty.   
Accession Options.

        (1) Direct Accession.  Following OCS, candidates are commissioned as a Special Duty Officer (Oceanography), designator 1805.  Approximately 4 quotas per year.

        (2) Oceanography Option.  Following OCS, candidates are commissioned as a Surface Warfare Officer (SWO) Student, designator 1165.  After completion of Surface Warfare Officers School, Newport, RI, these officers are assigned to Division Officer Afloat duties on a fleet unit where they will complete an initial URL experience tour, qualify as a Surface Warfare Officer, and be redesignated as a SWO (1115).  These officers then have the option to redesignate to 1805 without board action and will be assigned to future duties as a Special Duty Officer (Oceanography).  Approximately 4 quotas per year.   

Web sites.  http://www.bupers.navy.mil/pers449
https://www.cnmoc.navy.mil/  

Additional comments.

        (1) Advanced education.  All career METOC Officers will attend the Naval Postgraduate School between 3 and 11 years of service to complete a Masters Degree in Meteorology and Physical Oceanography and earn a METOC subspecialty code (6401P).  A select few (1-2 per year) may be eligible for doctoral studies; the METOC community hosts 25% of all PhD coded billets in the Navy's inventory.

        (2) Overseas duty.  The METOC community is well represented throughout the world from Europe to Hawaii to Asia to the Middle East.  Many overseas duty stations are independent duty in support of forward-deployed staffs or military installations.

        (3)  Promotion opportunities.   The METOC community is competitive with the Unrestricted Line (URL) communities for promotion to LCDR and higher (promotion to LTJG and LT occur at 2 and 4 years of commissioned service respectively).  METOC Officers promote to LCDR at approximately 9 years of service (slightly ahead of the URL), to CDR at approximately 16 years of service (slightly behind the URL), and to CAPT at approximately 22 years of service (even with the URL).  The METOC community has one Flag Officer, Rear Admiral Lower Half.

       (4) POC is LCDR Eric Trehubenko, PERS-449B, DSN 882-4110, commercial (901) 874-4110, p449b@persnet.navy.mil.

