INTELLIGENCE OFFICER PROGRAM

Community Overview.  One of the keys to conducting successful U.S. military operations is timely and accurate knowledge of an adversary’s strengths, weaknesses, capabilities and intentions.  This knowledge, or intelligence, is essential to preserving our national security.  Naval intelligence officers provide tactical, strategic and operational intelligence support to U.S. naval forces, joint and multi-national military forces, and executive-level decision-makers in our national government.  A career as a Naval Intelligence officer is exciting, challenging, and rewarding.  You’ll join hard-working professionals ready to meet the challenges of a rapidly changing strategic landscape.  You’ll also reap a deeper reward – the sense of satisfaction and pride you’ll gain as a member of the team that is quietly and competently protecting your nation’s security.

Specific job elements for first tour.    Following graduation from basic intelligence training and receipt of a special intelligence security clearance, you’ll go to an operational afloat or shore tour.  Your first assignment is normally 24 months in length and is typically at an aviation squadron, airwing staff, or onboard an aircraft carrier or amphibious command ship.  If you go to a shore command, you will also spend 24 months at a Joint Intelligence Center located at home or abroad.  From the start you’ll be in an important position of responsibility, supervising the collection, analysis and dissemination of intelligence information critical in carrying out your command’s mission.  You will develop skills in leadership, management, analysis and communication that will enhance your personal and professional growth. 

Follow on assignments.  Depending on your interests, background and performance, you will have opportunities to serve in a variety of sea and shore assignments worldwide.  You can expect a wide variety of assignments in the United States and overseas, including three sea duty tours at various points in your career.  Promotion opportunities are comparable with other Navy warfare communities and are dependent upon sustained superior performance.  Typical areas of focus include: 

- Operational Intelligence – Provide day-to-day intelligence analysis and support to naval, joint and multinational military operations afloat and ashore.

Scientific and Technical – Analyze the technical strengths and weaknesses of foreign weapons systems. 

- Intelligence Collection – Manage the prioritization of requirements and the tasking of resources to collect intelligence information from various imagery, electronic, communications, acoustic, human and other sources.

- Staff Support – Manage intelligence programs, analyze intelligence, produce support documents and develop plans for intelligence operations.

- Political/Military Affairs – Serve as a regional area expert on a headquarters station or as a naval attaché in an embassy.

- Civil Maritime Intelligence – Monitor and analyze maritime activities that pose a threat to national security, such as drug smuggling, illegal immigration, arms transfers, environmental mishaps and violations of UN sanctions.

- Information Systems and Telecommunications – Assist in developing, testing and maintaining hardware and software, ensuring real-time, secure dissemination of intelligence information to combat forces worldwide.  

Active duty obligation. 4-year active duty commitment after commissioning.  Eight years total active and inactive duty commitment.

Training Pipeline following commission.  After commissioning, your career as a naval intelligence officer begins at the Navy and Marine Corps Intelligence Command in Dam Neck, VA where you will attend a 5-month basic course of instruction.  You will be given a good foundation in areas such as: electronic, anti-submarine, anti-surface, anti-air, amphibious and strike warfare; counter-intelligence; strategic intelligence, air defense analysis and combat mission planning.

Special pay/bonuses.  None.

Basic eligibility requirements.  Applicants must be prospective or college graduates.  Preferred fields of undergraduate study are international relations, political science, government, engineering, physical science, natural science, computer science or other academic fields related to intelligence.  Must be at least 19 and less than 35 at commissioning; must achieve qualifying scores on the Aviation Selection Test Battery; must qualify for appointment by passing standard Navy physical examinations; vision correctable to 100 percent BE, provided the refractive error is no greater than 8.0 diopters; must apply 24 months before or any time after college graduation.

Web site.

For the most current information regarding the Intelligence Community, visit our Web Site:  http://www.bupers.navy.mil/pers4411
Or contact the Intelligence Community Accessions Officer, PERS-4411B, COMNAVPERSCOM, DSN 882-3993, Comm (901) 

874-3993; Fax:  (901) 874-2744; 

e-mail:  p4411b@persnet.navy.mil

